
02 March 2023 – Estimating transmission costs for new connections 

 

Question: 

Does Transpower have any plans to develop open access tools or guidance to enable 

customers to carry out rough estimates of transmission costs?   

 

Response: 

As you may be aware we’ve been chipping away at making information about how the TPM 
works in practice available to our customers and stakeholders. You can find the current set 
of information sheets on our webpage: About the TPM | Transpower. The set of information 
sheets is pretty well complete now and we are gradually working through updates as 
needed – often in response to stakeholder queries that point to a gap or insufficient clarity. 
 
Another tool that may be useful is our Indicative Pricing Model and supporting information: 
TPM indicative prices | Transpower.  Our last release was in August 2022.  While we will not 
publish this again – having set and communicated actual prices for PY23/24 in December – 
we expect the tool is useful in demonstrating how the calculations work.  
 
We continue to work on developing tools to use internally to support indicative pricing 
requests associated with new connection requests and other customer investment 
decisions, etc.  We are continuing to develop our learning and internal understanding to 
increase comfort about how transmission charges will change over time and as a result of 
customer investment decisions (for example).  While we recognise the potential value of 
transparent tools for stakeholders to use themselves that is something we are some way 
from being able to allocate resource to developing. Meanwhile we welcome customer and 
stakeholder queries, which often help us see where we can incrementally improve things 
like the information sheets to provide better information for stakeholders.  

https://www.transpower.co.nz/our-work/industry/grid-pricing/transmission-pricing-methodology/about-tpm
https://www.transpower.co.nz/our-work/industry/grid-pricing/transmission-pricing-methodology/tpm-indicative-prices

